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What is Augmented Reality? 

Augmented Reality is the ability to add digital information to the real world. Digital information 

can be linked to both printed paper as well as objects that exist in the three dimensional world, 

such as driving down main street. This addition or linking of content allows a rich variety of 

information for the user to interact.  

The mobile AR world consists largely of two different types of experiences: geolocation- and 

vision-based augmented reality. 

1. Geolocation-based AR uses GPS, compass and other sensors in a user’s mobile phone to 

provide a “heads-up” display of various geolocated points-of-interest.  

2. Vision-based AR uses many of these same sensors to virtually display digital content in 

context with real-world objects - like magazines, postcards or product packaging - by 

tracking the visual features of these objects 

Difference between Augmented Reality and Virtual Reality 

In Augmented Reality the basis for content delivery is a physical object that additional 

information is added. In a Virtual Reality setting the real world is replaced by a computer 

generated setting. 

How to Create Augmented Reality 

There are several software programs that are available to create AR. Due to its simplicity and 

ability to create “campaigns” for free with minimal commercial sponsorship, I have chosen to 

use the program LAYAR. LAYAR Creator is a web based program that can create Augmented 

Content on a computer or iPad and view Augmented Content on Apple and Droid mobile phones 

with a free downloaded app. Campaigns can be started from jpegs or PDF files. Content is linked 

on the Creator site. 

How to view the Augmented Content 

Smart phones with the LAYAR app are used to scan the document or image using Its camera. 

Then it proceeds to search the LAYAR site to identify the document or image and load the 

content which adds the clickability to the printed document. 

mailto:maxmonroe@pickens.k12.sc.us

